OC Animal Care




How to Prepare Your Horses and Other Large Animals for Emergencies
The following information deals mostly with horses and other large animals, but specialized tips are available for dogs, cats, birds, farm animals and exotic animals as well. You can request information on how OC Animal Care operates, and what would be expected of you, the animal owner, in the event of an emergency by calling (714) 935-6848.
Emergency preparedness is important for all animals, but it takes extra attention for horses and other large animals because of their size. It is important that you be prepared to move your horses and other large animals to a safe location or to shelter in place in the event of an emergency. During an emergency, the time you have to evacuate your horses and other large animals will be limited. With an effective emergency plan, you may have enough time to move your horses and other large animals to safety. 
Evacuation Plan

As a horse or other large animal owner, it is your responsibility to know how to safely evacuate your animals. Create an emergency preparedness plan and practice the plan. Make sure that all your horse and other large animal transportation equipment is well maintained and ready to be used on a moments notice and be sure your horses know how to load into a trailer/van. Prepare emergency supplies for 72 hours.
Neighbors 

Contact your neighbors long before fire or flood season and discuss who has supplies, trailer, and stalls. Explore ways in which neighbors can help neighbors, because this can accomplish a great deal. 

Animal Identification
One of the goals of OC Animal Care is to find loose horses and other large animals and reunite them with their owners as soon as possible. Remember, you cannot have too much identification on your horse or other large animal. 
· Take multiple photographs of your horse or other large animal from various angles, as well as photos of you with each animal and prepare written descriptions of each animal. Put these in a safe place, away from where the horses or other large animals are kept, so that you can provide identification information to animal control personnel should your horses or other large animals become lost or separated from you in an emergency
· Place an identification tag on the horse itself with the horse’s name, your name, address, phone number, and email. Cattle ear tags can be secured around the horse’s neck and the information written with an indelible ink pen, cattle/animal marketing crayon, or write the information on a piece of duct tape and place it on the halter. 
Responsibilities of Animal Owners before Voluntary Evacuation

· Prepare and position vehicles and trailers.

· Place important documents, photos, and animal identification in your vehicles.

· Prepare emergency supplies for 72 hours.

Responsibilities of Animal Owners during Early Voluntary Evacuation

· Safe evacuation for you and your animals is your responsibility first.

· Horse and other large animal owners should activate your own evacuation plan, which should include: the ability to provide an appropriate standard of care for your animals at all times, ensure that your animals are not a threat to public health, ensure that your animals do not harm other property, including animals, and limit the spread of contagious disease to other animals. This self-reliant behavior is encouraged at all times.
· Contact OC Animal Care at (714) 935-6848 and we will advise residents of horse and other large animal sheltering sites. Please also call if you need assistance with your animals and OC Animal Care will determine what can be accomplished.

Responsibilities of Animal Owners during Mandatory Evacuation

· Owners of horses and other large animals are encouraged to evacuate their animals to a safe location, prior to a mandatory evacuation notification.
· Contact OC Animal Care at (714) 935-6848 and we will advise residents of horse and other large animal sheltering sites. Please also call if you need assistance with your animals and OC Animal Care will determine what can be accomplished.

Role of OC Animal Care during Voluntary Evacuation
OC Animal Care operates under the direction and authority of the Orange County Emergency Operations Center, using the Incident Command System, which will include:

· OC Animal Care Incident Command Team members will strategically deploy personnel and resources immediately and begin appropriate emergency preparedness procedures to ensure that animals do not endanger public safety and to provide temporary housing of animals.

· If requested by horse and other large animal owners, OC Animal Care will attempt to help with strategic evacuation for horses and other large animals in the immediate vicinity of the emergency.
Role of OC Animal Care during Mandatory Evacuation

· OC Animal Care will be informed of areas presenting the greatest threat and by the Orange County Emergency Operations Center and if requested by horse and other large animal owners, OC Animal Care will attempt to help with strategic evacuation for horses and other large animals in the immediate vicinity of the emergency, which are deemed safe and do not present a threat to personnel.
Plan, Prepare, and Practice!
For more information, please call (714) 935-6848 or visit our website www.ocpetinfo.com.
